
 

 NEWSLETTER    DECEMBER 09 

                   
HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!!!!! 
____________________________________________________________ 
DECEMBER CABARRUS ART GUILD MEETING 
 
The December meeting of the guild will be on Thursday, December 10th at 7 p m in the Davis 
Theatre located in the Historic Courthouse on Union Street in Concord, NC.  Guest speaker will 
be Osiris Rain from Charlotte, who will give an Art Talk about his work.  Rain studied 
extensively in Florence, Italy, at the Angel Academy of Art and later with Odd Nerdrum in 
Stavern, Norway. He is the founder and an instructor at School of the Open Eye in Charlotte. 
He “creates his own ground in the classical method” by starting his paintings with a base layer 
of paint applied to a gessoed surface. He grinds his own pigments and works exclusively from 
the live model. His work has been shown in many group and solo exhibitions in North America, 
Europe, Iceland and Australia.  
 
NOVEMBER CABARRUSART GUILD MEETING: 
 

 Eric Olsen was guest speaker for our November meeting.  Our vice president, Keith Pavey  
took the following notes on the meeting:    Thank you Keith. 
"Eric is a figure artist who works in a loose and free fashion using pastel as a drawing 
medium.  He was influenced early on in his career by Gesture drawing of the figure similar to 
the method taught by Nicolades in his book "The Natural Way to Draw".  He learned to work 
very fast with short poses to capture the essence of the figure and its movement. 
    Later joined Tony Griffin's drawing group and there worked on figure drawing, but 
eventually felt that he was following the group issues instead of his own so moved on.  Eric 
moved from tonal issues to color issues.  He was influenced by Rembrandt, DeKooning and 



expressionism as he pursued his work.  He used figure drawing as  a learning tool, and 
started working faster and looser, doing what he liked and was good at.  Later started 
varying colors in phases (red phase, blue phase, etc.) to explore their effect on how his 
drawings appeared under the influence of a predominate color.  He used colors to define the 
form instead of edges. 
Eric's drawings are all produced with pastel marks and lines and scribbles to define his 
figures, rather than shading, form or volume.  He likes spontaneity, gesture,opposites well 
delineated, loose and indicated rather than sharply defined." 

 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS EXHIBIT AND SALE: 
 
Beginning with the opening of  “A Tuna Christmas” at the Old Courthouse Theatre on Spring 
Street, members of the Cabarrus Art Guild will be displaying small works of art for show and 
sale before, during and after performances.  The performances are  
December 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12 at 8:00pm  
December 6, 13 at 2:30pm - Sunday Matinees 
 
Participating guild members are:  Carey Carroll, Sandy Collier, Charlotte Doyle, Keith Pavey, 
Betty Privette, Bel Ray, Nancy Sanderbeck, Jennie Tomlin , Margaret Troxler and Jutta Vest. 
 
Be sure to attend a performance and see the work on display. 
 

The Cabarrus Art Guild received a $1000. 00 grant from the Grassroots 
Arts Program of North Carolina.    
 
 
 
 



A NEW PROJECT FOR THE CABARRUS ART GUILD 
 

Committee members will meet in early January to begin plans for the new Cabarrus Art Guild 
Cook Book project.  We hope that this will be an interesting project for those who participate 
as well as the public, as the cookbook will contain recipes from members and friends of the 
guild, many illustrated by art guild members  as well as some Art in Cabarrus County History, 
drawing, painting and decorating tips and  
Anecdotes and old photos.  Guild chairman  is Jennie Tomlin and  several folks have expressed 
interest in 
being on the committee.  If you are interested in  being part of the committee, please call or 
email Jennie at 704-455-202-  - jenniie.tomlin@gmail.com.   Fifty percent of the proceeds from 
this project will go toward supplies for senior art programs in the Cabarrus County Schools.  
This is a way the guild can help support artists who are working towards  an art career or a 
college  portfolio..   Please help support this project so that we may be able to help 
tomorrow’s Cabarrus County artists along the way.  

 

 
 
 

GALLERY EXHIBITIONS – ARTS COUNCIL GALLERIES 
 
 

Figuratively Speaking (October 26 – December 22) – The group invitational includes works by: 
Robert Crum, Warren Dennis, Holly Fischer, Tim Ford, Jan Kransberger, Lukas Johnson, Eric 
Olsen, Osiris Rain, Joan Rasmussen, Mark Stephenson, Kate Long Stevenson, Beth Tarkington, 
Megan Van Deusen. 
Shop Seagrove (October 26 – December 22) – Avery Pottery & Tileworks, Cady Clay Works, 
Dirtworks Pottery, Chris Luther Pottery, Crystal King Pottery, King’s Pottery. 
Home of the Perfect Christmas Tree (November 4 – December 22) Featuring ornaments 
created by Spruce Pine area artisans, and other items based on Gloria Houston’s book The 
Year of the Prefect Christmas Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS – ARTS COUNCIL GALLERIES 
Saturday, December 12 (10 am – 4 pm) – Second Saturday, the Galleries are opened.  It’s a 
great day for holiday shopping.   
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UPCOMING ART TALKS 

 
January 14, 7 pm – Photographer Alison Overton of Raleigh 
February 11, 7 pm – Sculptor and painter Kenn Kotara of Asheville 
March 11, 7 pm – Painter Tom Stanley of Rock Hill, SC 
April 8, 7 pm – Potter Gay Smith of Bakersville 
May 13, 7 pm – Painter Walter Stanford of Kannapolis 
 

  The programs for the Cabarrus Art Guild are supported in part by a grant 
from Grassroots Arts Programs of North Carolina, a state agency, and the Cabarrus  Arts Guild, 
Inc. 


